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Drama Essay: Character Analysis
My selected character from the Proof is Hal. The play is written by David Auburn. The play is a story concerning the truth, mental health, and family. Hal is presented as one of the main characters and as  a very loyal student of Robert, and he teaches mathematics at the University of Chicago. Hal tells Catherine that “Yes, I have a full teaching in this quarter, plus my own work,” and this proves that he is a lecturer (Auburn, 2001).Robert is a brilliant mathematician professor and the father to Catherine, but he had just passed away and laid to rest. Robert is Hal's mentor, and Hal is busy perusing his files to check what the professor might have left behind, and that may be useful to him. During his research, Hal recovers some calculations tied in a paper pad. Hal assumes that the calculations were done by Robert, though ideally, it was Catherine's work. Therefore, Catherine has to prove she wrote the calculations. Throughout the play, Hal is skeptical, sexist, and emotional.
Hal is skeptical about the mathematical abilities of Catherine. Hal is doubtful of the mathematical prowess of Catherine, even despite having a romance with her.  Catherine is the one who wrote the mathematical calculations that were discovered by Hal, but she does not have to prove her case. Catherine is very disappointed when she realizes that Hal does not believe in her mathematical abilities. During the play, Hal is not bothered to talk to Catherine to enquire about her mathematical genius (Auburn, 2001). In addition, Hal is a sexist. The play reveals that the primary reason behind Hal doubting the mathematical proof of Catherine is that he is a sexist. Hal has a discriminative character against women and that is why he does not believe in the mathematical ability of Catherine. Besides, Hal is emotional. In the course of the play, Hal suffers mentally. The main emotion that Hal is experiencing is mental disruption, and this is because he doubts the mathematical prowess of Catherine. Hal doubts that Catherine could be more genius than him if she proves that she is the author of the mathematics proof. Therefore, Hal remains mentally stressed. Hal is navigating through his mentor's files to see whether he can find something valuable that Robert might have left for him. The conflict that Hal is facing is that he is not satisfied with his career progress. Hal tells Catherine that his work has been fruitless because his academic papers have been turned down by publishers. To boost his career progress, Hal attempts to peruse the files of Robert, to check whether he can find some useful information that he can use to beef up his career. Hal discovers a mathematics proof, but what prevents him from utilizing it is that Catherine tells him she is the author of the proof.  At the end of the play, Catherine explains to Hal the proof, and Hal believes that she wrote it. Catherine states that “I didn't show this to anyone. I wanted you to be the first to see it; I didn't know I wanted that until last night. I trusted you. Was I wrong?” (Ruined, 2017).Similarly, at the end of the play, Hal changes, and she acknowledges Catherine's work, and he even assures her that she might be better than her father. 
In conclusion, it can be asserted  that Hal is a fame-seeker. Hal wants to use the mathematical proof by Catherine so that he may be known. Hal feels that his career is not progressive, and he is thus looking for ways to make him fame since he is an associate professor in mathematics. Throughout the play, Hal is skeptical, sexist, and emotional. Hal is doubtful of the mathematical prowess of Catherine, even despite having a romance with her.
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